
Kingfield Selectmen Meeting Minutes 

Monday April 17th, 2017; 6:00 PM Webster Hall 38 School Street 

 

Attendance 
Municipal Officers: Raymond Meldrum, Wade Browne, John Dill, Brain Hatfield, Heather Moody 
Municipal Staff:  Leanna Targett (Administrative Assistant)  Brian Collins (Road Commissioner) 
Public:  Dee Menear, Val Tucker, Jim Boyce, Merv Wilson, John Goldfrank, Sue Davis  
Absent:   
 
 
Chairman Browne calls the meeting to order at 6:00pm and warrants are reviewed and signed. 

Meeting minutes from April 3rd, 2017 are reviewed.  Motion to accept meeting minutes as written by 

Selectman Hatfield.  Seconded by Selectman Dill.    All in Favor.   

 

Old Business:      

Continued Discussion on Public Works equipment: 

As of 6/30/17 there will be $135,167.54 in equipment reserve.  To purchase a truck outright it is 

$161,320.00   Lease for 5 years with NO warranty = $170,962.75    Lease for 5 years with warranty = 

$180,536.70    Basically the “lease” is simply a purchase/loan through the company and their financing 

institution which currently offers 2.99%.   After 5 years (lease) you finish purchasing the truck for $1.00 

and own it OR you can trade it in towards another newer truck.  The trade-in value will be determined at 

that time - on average it is 40-50% of the new price provided they are well maintained.    Brian’s 5-year 

plan is to purchase One New Truck this year 2017-2018 and a second New Truck   2020-2021.   He is 

planning to call Nortrax to diagnose the loader and determine the cost of a new computer.  Guesstimate 

is $2,500.00 which he feels could come out of current budget.  Upon further discussion, the board 

agrees to discuss further with the budget committee and then look into purchasing a truck from 

reserves.  

New Business:    

Discussion with MSAD #58 Superintendent Susan Pratt -  Superintendent Susan Pratt provided the 
selectmen with a proposed $9.37 million budget for the 2017-18 school year.  Susan said it is $181,603 
more than this fiscal year, which ends June 30, she said however Kingfield’s share will go down 
$7,600.00.  Avon's will go up $391, Strong's will go up $4,921, and Phillips will go up $9,665.     Susan 
says that the warrant will include a new article asking voters to set aside $180,000 to start at capital 
reserve account for major projects.  Susan also explained that the budget includes the first year's 
payment on a $1.2 million state-backed loan to make state-mandated improvements at Mount Abram 
High School and Phillips Elementary School.    Susan reminded the selectmen that the budget hearing is 
set for Tuesday, May 30, at Mt. Abram High School and the budget referendum will be June 13. 

 

Discussion with VEC Committee regarding VEC budget request –   AA, Targett says a new warrant article 

had been written for the VEC and Mill Street and Chairman Wilson and Co-Chairman Goldfrank were 

present to discuss.  The article now reads “to see if the Town will vote to allocate the sum of 

$220,000.00 from the TIF Revenue reserves account known as “Village Enhancement Capital 

Improvements” to be applied to the cost of engineering, construction, and any unknowns for a 



Riverfront Trail Head on Mill Street.  Such funds are reserved and will be spent in accordance with 

Selectman approval.  Funds to be expended by June 30, 2019.  Any funds remaining shall be reallocated 

to other TIF approved expenditures.”    

 A motion is made by Selectman Hatfield to change language to read survey of land, acquisition, filing 

and transfer costs instead of “any unknowns”.   Seconded by Selectman Moody.  Vote of 4/1 in favor.  

Upon further discussion Merv Wilson asks for another recommendation from the board for the budget 

committee to review and to be listed in the town report.  A vote is taken 2 Selectman recommend and 3 

are opposed.  There is however a motion made to have a survey and appraisal performed with the cost 

coming from VEC reserved funds by Selectman Dill.  Seconded by Selectman Moody.  All in Favor. 
 

Discussion with Sue Davis on Plant Pots.  AA, Targett reminds the board that the town received a s grant 

from the “Making Things Better Fund” of the Maine Community Foundation to help fund both a planter 

and banner program for the downtown village. The town matched the grant for the planter and banner 

program for 2016-2017 in the amount of $3,000.00.  At that time, the calculation was:  12 planters x 

$250/planter for plants/flowers, planting and maintenance.  AA, Targett says these plant pots were well 

received by the town and in order for these planters to continue their existence she had requested 

$3,000.00 in this year’s budget to fund this program.  She has recently confirmed that the school kids at 

KES wish to do the planting this year as part of a “pay it forward” book they are reading.  This would be 

just the purchase of the plants and soil.  She has also spoken with a few individuals/business owners 

about maintaining them over the summer – what she refers to as a “sponsor a plant pot”.  Sue Davis 

asks who will be helping the kids because they need to be done correctly.  AA, Targett says there are 3 

people one of which is Selina Warren who has been doing the planting at the school with kids.  Upon 

further discussion, it is agreed that it is a good idea for the kids to take pride in their community.  AA, 

Targett says she would like to request permission from the selectmen to allow the kids to paint the 

planters.  It would be a themed painting “what I love most about Kingfield”.  Board agrees that this is a 

fabulous idea and gives approval. 

 

Discussion on Kingfield Trail Builders – AA, Targett indicates that she has been communicating with one 

of the volunteers of this group and it has been decided that they will become a non-profit club.  They 

have already begun the necessary paperwork to accomplish this.   

 

Board reviews the audit report for 2015-2016 and notes that a copy can viewed at the Town Office.  

Board reads letter from auditor and AA, Targett explains that a new process has already been set-up to 

verify cash-ups at the end of the day.  

 

Board reviews the sewer commitment and supplemental provided by Annie Davenport.  Selectman 

Moody makes a motion to accept both the commitment and supplemental as presented.  Seconded by 

Selectman Moody.  All in Favor.   

 

Chairman Browne moves into a sewer abatement request.  Merv Wilson says that he has been 

overbilled for years now and would like the past two years abated.  He has been paying for 2 user units 

and he should only be one as his apartment has its own septic.  AA, Targett indicates that the ordinance 

reads as follows:  Each single family residential structure shall count as one User Unit and each 

additional one hundred fifty (150) gallons of projected use, based on Tables 4A and 4C of the SWDR (or 



any amendments thereto), shall be counted as one additional User Unit.  Merv’s house is listed as a 

three bedroom therefore it is 2 user units.  This has nothing to do with the apartment.  Upon further 

discussion, it was agreed to AA, Targett will look into this further to see what other 3 bedroom homes in 

town have for user units.   

 

AA, Targett states that there is a new committee for Kingfield Days and asks what the board wishes to 

do with the funds that were accepted from the old committee.  It is agreed to give the funds back to the 

committee to oversee.   

 

AA, Targett asks what the board wishes to do with the remaining Bicentennial Funds that were returned 

to the town – her suggestion would be to create a celebrations reserve account for these to go into.  

Board agrees with this suggestion. 

 

 

Public Comment/Other:  

 

Jim Boyce tells the board that he would like to point out that the new bike trails going across the 

property on Stanley Ave are not multi-use trails they are non-motorized trails – he would just like this 

fact to be pointed out. 

 

Selectman Dill suggests a rewrite of the economic development coordinator to be specifically for the 

recreation director. 

 

Chairman Browne notes upcoming meetings Selectmen Meetings May 1st and 15th; Budget Meetings 

April 24th; Village Enhancement Meeting TBD; Planning Board Public Hearing April 11th; Transfer Station 

Meeting June 12th, Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Day – August 25th. 

 

Chairman Browne says Nomination papers will be available March 20th and must be returned by April 28th.  

Selectman/Assessor/Overseer of Poor (2 – 3 year positions)   Wade Browne and John Dill and School Board 

Director (2-3 year positions and 1-1 year) Kimberly Jordan, Peter Manning and Julie Talmage 

Selectman Dill makes a motion to enter into executive session pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. § 405(6)(A) to 

discuss the applications for a new Caretaker.  Seconded by Selectman Moody.  All in Favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn by Selectman Meldrum.  Seconded by Selectman Dill.  All in Favor. 
 

*The minutes provided above are a summary.  A voice recording is on record at the Kingfield Town Office and is available upon request.    Minutes  by Leanna Targett. 

 


