
Kingfield Selectmen Meeting Minutes 

Monday January 4th, 2016;   6:00 PM Webster Hall 38 School Street 

 

Attendance 
Municipal Officers: Heather Moody, John Dill, Brian Hatfield, Wade Browne, Raymond Meldrum 
Municipal Staff:  Leanna Targett (Administrative Assistant) 

Absent:  
Public:  James Boyce, Angela Boyce,  John Goldfrank, Greg Powers, Andrew Gillespie, Dee Menear 
and Val Tucker 
 

Meeting called to order at 6:00pm  

Warrants reviewed and signed. 

Meeting minutes from December 21st, 2015 reviewed.  Motion to accept meeting minutes as 

written by Selectman Hatfield.  Seconded by Selectman Meldrum.   All in Favor.   

 

Board then reviews financials.  AA, Targett states that she has added reserve account balances to 

the packet as we are 6 months into our budget.  She also added revenues for each department so 

that the board knows how much money is taken in for items such as excise, clerk fees etc.  Brian 

Hatfield asked what the other revenue in the fire department budget was.  AA, Targett explained it 

was from an accident that the Fire Department responded to that was billed to a company per a 

Fire Department billing ordinance.   

 

Old Business:   Tufts Pond Road.  AA, Targett explains that she wanted to give some answers to 

questions Selectman Hatfield had at the last meeting.  She provided paperwork indicating the 

yearly cost of a bond, an e-mail from the engineers with their opinion as to priorities and a 

response on grant funding from Rodney.  Selectman Browne says the biggest thing that appeared 

on the plans was ditching and culverts which I feel our guys can do.  If we can offset some of the 

projects with our guys instead of paying someone else then I think that is the route we should go 

in even if we need to rent an excavator.  I don’t think we can pay for this all at once.  AA, Targett 

says she is reviewing a DEP grant for culverts.  Chairman Moody states that the email from Rodney 

regarding CDBG grants needs to support a business/ job creation and retention.  Selectman 

Browne says there are a few businesses on that road, Eames candies, Deer Farm Camps and the 

Race track.  After further discussion on grants it was agreed to ask Rodney to draft the framework 

of a grant that the board could review. 

New Business:  Chairman Moody states that Tax payer Mr. Powers wishes to speak to the board 

and just as a reminder Mr. Powers submitted a letter to the selectmen the last meeting and we 

reviewed that and we sent a letter back outlining the proper procedures.   

Mr. Powers stated that he would like to read a small paragraph and then ask a few questions.    

“I am a full time tax payer/part time resident who is a disparaged owner of 241 Main Street in the 

slum and blight district that has been designated by the voters of Kingfield, I did not vote on this 

embarrassing and exaggerated designation to get money from the government as this designation 

creates a hardship because it grossly affects the property value and it destroys any opportunity to 



sell at fair market value and would certainly not sell at its assessed value. My buildings value has 

been decreased and the assessed value has been raised $14,000.00 despite the fact it has not 

been assessed in 12 years.  State of Maine requires that 25% of all towns properties are assessed 

each year and I have proof this is not happening.  I recently requested the property cards on my 

building and what I received was an incomplete computer printout with very little filled out and 

what was filled out was incorrect.  I spoke to our town assessor, Ms. Moody and asked if there was 

a hard copy with more information and she said it did not exist it was all in the computer this 

information was proven to be wrong as the next day I was in the office to get a copy of the 

document that she said did not exist.  This document has much more information and is more 

detail and apparently never entered into the computer. The same computer and software that 

automatically spits out properties every four years needing assessments – again I have proof that 

this is not happening.  When someone knowingly provides misinformation there is a reason, 

something they are hiding or covering up and that is a lie in my book and unacceptable as a tax 

assessor.  I will ask tonight for an inspection of the property card and anything else to see what 

state the records are in – isn’t this the councils duty to the taxpayers to be able to see in fact if you 

tax assessor is following the rules and doing their job of assessing fairly to all citizens and 

taxpayers of Kingfield who are paying them to do this and to keep updated tax records and by law 

making them available to property owners and if they do not I would expect the council to act 

accordingly. I now have three questions and will sit down in case you have any for me.” 

1.  When will the slum and blight designation be lifted? 

2. Why is our town tax assessor allowed to hold more than one position – there is nobody to 

question her actions or job performance as a tax assessor as she is also the chairperson and 

if someone wants to they must go to the selectmen and Ms. Moody as the chairperson 

runs the meetings and controls what information is shared at the public meetings.  This is 

wide open for abuse and a very unhappy balance in my opinion and the statement that I 

have presented is an example of this. 

3. Why does the council say that they cannot plow Mill Street because it is a private street 

and state law says they can and yet they continue to plow private streets throughout 

Kingfield so this is a clear case of discrimination and I believe the chairperson knows this to 

be true and yet has never made any mention of this during any public plowing hearings. 

Chairman Moody asks for questions or comments from the board.   

Selectman Hatfield asks do we know the answer to the Slum and Blight?  AA, Targett says 10 years. 

Selectman Hatfield says it was 2014 so it would be 2024.  Chairman Moody says that can be 

renewed or dropped by a town meeting vote.   

Selectman Dill asks what roads are we plowing that are private roads?  Mr. Powers says he is 

happy to share that but not at this time but he can say one right of the bat – Island Road.   AA, 

Targett says that Island Road was one of the first roads the town accepted in the 1900’s.  Mr. 

Powers says there are others too but I need to confirm the others as I was off on the Island Road.  

Mr. Powers says on Saturday I counted 25 cars using Mill Street if it is not a road by designation it 

certainly is by practice and we are just being oblivious to that and it has always had a place for 

people to park for off-street parking.  I can’t stop people from going down that road nor would I 



want to, I can’t control it I need to leave it the way it is so people can pass through which is fine 

this is a pubic road, this is what people use it for and don’t plow it for me do it for all of the people 

downtown that need a place to park – that is what I am trying to get at here.  I think I have been 

pretty nice and wanted to sign the downtown agreement and I signed it in good faith and I 

thought that Kingfield should do something in good faith and take care of what is right – this is the 

right thing to do you should plow it so that people can use that road downtown and park there. So 

whatever we need to do to make it a road then let’s make it a road but I don’t want to talk about 

this anymore until it’s resolved.  I don’t feel much love from the town deciding any easement for 

anyone to cross it.  Selectman Hatfield says to Greg – since I have been selectmen I have not seen 

you at a meeting discussing Mill Street and I don’t know if you had come to any of the meetings 

before regarding this subject.  Mr. Powers says he is only a part time resident.  Selectman Hatfield 

says the quickest response to your question about plowing your area is because there is not a 

specific area since we stopped plowing for various reasons if we were to start plowing now there is 

not a specific area that you could say we accept responsibility for that so for me it makes sense to 

do an easement and decide what is the interest of the town and what is the interest of the 

property owner.  So if the town were to say we need overflow parking and that is really what we 

want then we would have to establish where that is going to be with an easement.  Without an 

easement we are just setting ourselves up for someone that is not satisfied to complain - we are 

working on that now but not all of the property owners have responded yet once they do I think 

we will get there.   John Goldfrank says that what he read in last week’s Irregular indicated that 

the board wanted all four property owners to agree at once to go through with the easement. It is 

obvious to me that one of those property owners is willing to give their property so why not take it 

and plow – since DOT will not be coming until 2019-2020 you have time on your side why not start 

slowly on working on individual property owners to create an easement for the roadway and 

parking.   Selectman Browne says this all got a little convolved and I wish Greg that you could have 

made it to some of the meetings so that you are not getting the he said/she said we tried to 

combine two different sections into one.  The main purpose was that we were losing parking on 

Main Street and we told David Guernsey to look for parking and he came up with possibly shutting 

off the stub and adding 9 spaces back to the 16 we are going to lose so by shutting off that stub 

that could potentially stop you from going down back to your own property because if John 

Goldfrank or Paul Coburn decided they didn’t want anybody going there you would have nothing 

and you would not be able to go across there that is how simple this all is and we are trying to 

make that so that you forever be able to access the back of your property by using these 

easements.  Hopefully we will see a vision down the road to put a parking lot down back lit with 

stairs and the backside of your buildings could be another set of businesses down there but we 

can’t figure this out if we can’t get the owners to come together to do this.  Your easement that 

you signed doesn’t really help that whole situation because that is just for you if we close off the 

stub without the other signing on it doesn’t help anyone – we need everybody to agree or we are 

just spinning wheels and we don’t want that we want all of you to be able to access the back of 

your property.   Selectman Meldrum says we decided to wait until DOT held a public meeting and 

see if the taxpayers in town had any interest in that in the first place and I don’t think there is any 

purpose in going any further until we get that meeting behind us.  John Goldfrank says you should 

not do just a 25 foot easement but an easement for the whole back yard for future parking just 



like the agreement Greg has signed it is for his whole back yard.  Selectman Meldrum says that 

was for Village Enhancement.  Mr. Powers say that may be correct but the intention is there.   

Selectman Browne asks Greg have we answered all your questions.  Mr. Powers says no he wants 

to know why he was lied to  

The discussion with Mr. Powers continues until 6:36 (recording on file) until Selectman Dill request 

to move along with the other items on the agenda and the board agrees. 

Chairman Moody moves onto Speed Limits in Kingfield.  AA, Targett explains that she is responding 

to an e-mail that was sent by Selectman Hatfield who had questioned speed limits in town and 

wanted to remind the board as well.  The board discussed this over two years ago and a request 

was sent to DOT.  There has been changeover in DOT and she has discussed this with the new 

person involved and we were on the list to have one completed on all town roads however it 

would not happen until spring of 2016. 

 

Chairman Moody says next item is CDBG Façade Grants – matching funds?  AA, Targett explains 

that while discussing the upcoming grants with Terry-Ann from CDBG she had suggested the board 

decide if they wanted any matching funds from prospective businesses applying. She suggested 

somewhere between 5-20% however it was up to the board.  We did not require any matching 

funds for the microenterprise grant so we have set precedence. Chairman Moody suggest going 

for a low amount if we do anything.  Selectman Dill asks if we should do matching funds for both 

types of grants.  Board would like more time to decide as this is the first time on the agenda and 

have agreed to re-visit at the next meeting.   

 

Review job descriptions – AA, Targett has provided the board a folder containing 25 new job 

descriptions.  She states that they need to be updated and would like to ask the board how they 

would like to proceed.    Board agrees to review 6-8 of them to discuss at the next meeting (Animal 

Control to Cleaning Person). 

 

Board reviews letter from Rodney regarding applying for internet broadband service grant.  Board 

agrees to have Rodney continue his work in investigating the possibilities for Kingfield. 

 

Board reviews a renewal liquor license for the Doors Bistro.  Selectman Browne makes a motion to 

sign.  Seconded by Selectman Dill.  All in Favor. 

 

Public Comment/Other: 

Chairman Moody notes that we are in need of Planning Board Members. 

AA, Targett says she has one person interested in the planning board but has been unable to reach 

Clay for approval.  Board suggests getting approval from Chairman Clay first.    AA, Targett says she 

also has a suggestion, the board has already requested employees at quarterly meetings and she 

would like to suggest that the different committee chairs attend a meeting quarterly as well.  

Board agrees this is a great idea.     



Selectman Browne asks Mike Boyce why he moved/changed the trail to the middle of the field and 

he had gotten approval.  Selectman Browne says he is just concerned how it will affect Casey’s 

haying.   Selectman Hatfield says a while back that is how the trail used to be.  AA, Targett and 

Mike Boyce will call Casey and report back to the board.   

 

Chairman Moody states that she continues to hear compliments on the Transfer Station.   

 

Mike Boyce offers the board a ride in the groomer if anyone is interested during February 

vacation.  

 

Selectman Dill reminds everyone that the next Transfer Station Meeting will be January 11th at 

6:30pm. 

Motion to adjourn by Selectman Browne.  Seconded by Selectman Meldrum.  All in Favor              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*The minutes provided above are a summary.  A voice recording is on record at the Kingfield Town Office and is available upon request.    Minutes  by Leanna Targett. 


